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Abstract.  In order to facilitate the calculations when analysed data are in an Excel data base, 
we propose two applications. The first application calculates at once Pearson correlations between 
many contiguous columns in a data table and shows the significantly correlated parameters with a 
chosen parameter. The second application is useful when the user has already the data containing 
Pearson correlations and wants to see, in a friendly way, what parameters are significantly correlated 
with a chosen parameter. The applications are developed in Visual Basic for Applications. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In medicine it is important to know how two measurable variables taken from 
the same group of subjects relate to each other, in effect how they co-vary. 
Pearson's correlation coefficient (r) is used to quantify the direction and strength of 
the linear relationship between two variables.  

Our aim is to offer two useful tools for physicians and clinician researchers in 
order to calculate with a click Pearson correlations between as many as possible 
contiguous columns in a data table and to see (in a list) what are the parameters 
(columns) correlated with a chosen parameter, respectively.  

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

We made two macros in Excel using VBA (Visual Basic for Applications). In 
order to use the first application (which calculates Pearson correlations and shows 
the correlated parameters with a chosen parameter) the user has to import (or to 
introduce) in a macro-enabled Excel book the data containing all the parameters 
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values for all the patients. In order to use the second application (which shows the 
correlated parameters with a chosen parameter), the user has to import (or to 
introduce) in a macro-enabled Excel book the data table containing only Pearson 
correlations. 

RESULTS 

FIRST APPLICATION 

Let’s suppose we have a data table with blood markers for 102 patients 
(Table 1). 

Table 1 

Blood markers 

 

The user has to introduce the row and the column of the upper left cell 
(containing the name of each parameter) and the row and the column of the bottom 
right cell of the desired domain of cells. An example is given in Fig. 1, suitable for 
data shown in Table 1. 

 
Fig. 1. Required values. 
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If a required value is missing or is introduced in a wrong format, a message 
box is displayed (an example is given in Fig. 2). 

 
Fig. 2. A message box indicating a wrong value (for the first row). 

By clicking Calculate Pearson correlations button, the correlations between 
the parameters are calculated and displayed (by default) three rows below the 
initial data table, spreading from the column of the upper left cell of the domain to 
the column of the right bottom cell of the domain. The names of parameters 
involved are shown above and also in the rightmost column, formatted in a 
different way (Table 2). 

Table 2 

Pearson correlations 

 

If one or more columns of the original domain of cells contain(s) no values or 
data are in a wrong format, the corresponding cells containing Pearson correlations 
will contain an error message (for example #DIV/0!). 
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The user is next asked to choose a parameter from the parameters list (created 
by application from the original data table and shown in a combo list), to choose 
the desired type of correlations (positive or negative or both) and then to push 
Show correlated parameters button. The program will compute rmin, based on 
number of rows in the domain of cells, and will display in a text box, one 
parameter in a row, the parameters which are significantly correlated with the 
chosen parameter (i.e. the parameters which have |r| ≥ rmin). An example is given in 
Figure 3. 

 

Fig. 3. The list of parameters which are positive and negative correlated with Glycemia. 

THE SECOND APPLICATION 

This application is useful when data containing Pearson correlations already 
exist in a macro-enabled Excel book. The user is asked, as a beginning step, to 
introduce the number of rows (observations, on which Pearson correlations were 
calculated), the row containing the names of the parameters, the first column 
(containing the data for the first parameter) and the last column (containing the 
data for the last parameter) and then to push Validate button. An example is given 
in Fig. 4, which is suitable for data containing Pearson correlations shown in 
Table 2. 

If the information is correct, the user can choose a parameter from the combo 
list, the type of correlation and then push Show correlated parameters button. An 
example is shown in Fig. 6. (We observe that the significantly correlated 
parameters with Glycemia are the same as those shown in Fig. 3, which is 
obvious!). 

If the information is not correct, a message box is displayed (an example is 
shown in Fig. 5). 
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Fig. 4. Significantly Pearson correlations window. 

 
 
 

 
Fig. 5. A message box indicating that the first (start) column is incorrect. 
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Fig. 6. The significantly positive and negative correlated parameters with Glycemia. 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS 

The results are very useful and help physicians to think the complications of a 
disease and save money for the future blood tests of the patient. These applications 
can be used in clinical trials on a large number of patients for whom we record a 
large number of parameters. The results are obtained almost instantly. These 
applications can help validate some medical correlations, which could be 
standardized in the future. The cost for medical analyses could be reduced. On 
PubMed, there are many articles focused on correlations between different 
parameters. For example, our research team has often used these applications for 
medical studies [1–4]. We also recommend these applications for any field of 
research. 
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